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or environmental impact analyses re-
quired to support applications for fund-
ing water or waste disposal projects 
through USDA, Rural Utilities Service 
or other agencies. 

Financially distressed area. An area is 
considered financially distressed if the 
median household income of the area 
to be served is either below the poverty 
line or below 80 percent of the state-
wide non-metropolitan median house-
hold income based on available historic 
statistical information from the latest 
decennial census. 

Grantee. The applicant receiving fi-
nancial assistance directly from the 
RUS to carry out the project or pro-
gram under this program. 

Poverty line. The level of income for a 
family of four, as defined in section 
673(2) of the Community Services Block 
Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)). 

Processing Official. The Agency offi-
cial designated by the approval official 
as having the authority to accept and 
process applications for water and 
waste disposal assistance. 

Rural area. For the purposes of this 
SEARCH program, any area not in a 
city or town with a population of 2,500 
or fewer, according to the latest decen-
nial census of the United States. 

State. Any of the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the Territory of Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated States 
of Micronesia, the Republic of Palau, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Technical Assistance. Supervision, 
oversight, or training by an organiza-
tion for the development of an applica-
tion for financial assistance. 

§ 1774.3 Availability of forms and regu-
lations. 

Information about the forms, in-
structions, regulations, bulletins, OMB 
Circulars, Treasury Circulars, stand-
ards, documents and publications cited 
in this part is available from any 
UDSA/Rural Development Office or the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250–1500 and 
at http://www.grants.gov. 

§ 1774.4 Allocation of funds. 
The Secretary may use not more 

than four percent of the total amount 
of funds made available for a fiscal 
year for water and waste disposal ac-
tivities for SEARCH grants. 

§§ 1774.5–1774.6 [Reserved] 

§ 1774.7 Environmental requirements. 
The policies and regulations con-

tained in 7 CFR part 1794 of this title 
apply to grants made in accordance 
with this part. 

§ 1774.8 Other Federal Statutes. 
Other Federal statutes and regula-

tions are applicable to grants awarded 
under this part. These include but are 
not limited to: 

(a) 7 CFR part 1, subpart A—USDA 
implementation of Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. 

(b) 7 CFR part 3—USDA implementa-
tion of OMB Circular No. A–129 regard-
ing debt collection. 

(c) 7 CFR part 15, subpart A—USDA 
implementation of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended. 

(d) 7 CFR part 1794, RUS Implementa-
tion of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

(e) 7 CFR part 1901, subpart E—Civil 
Rights Compliance Requirements. 

(f) 7 CFR part 3015—Uniform Federal 
Assistance Regulations. 

(g) 7 CFR part 3016—USDA Imple-
mentation of OMB Circular Nos. A–102 
and A–97, Uniform Administrative Re-
quirements for Grants and Cooperative 
Agreements to State and Local Gov-
ernments. 

(h) 7 CFR part 3018—Restrictions on 
Lobbying, prohibiting the use of appro-
priated funds to influence Congress or 
a Federal agency in connection with 
the making of any Federal grant and 
other Federal contracting and finan-
cial transactions. 

(i) 7 CFR part 3019—USDA implemen-
tation of OMB Circular A–110, Uniform 
Administrative Requirements for 
Grants and Agreements With Institu-
tions of Higher Education, Hospitals, 
and Other Nonprofit Organizations. 

(j) 7 CFR part 3021, as amended—Gov-
ernment-wide Debarment and Suspen-
sion (Non-procurement); Government- 
wide Requirements for Drug-Free 
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